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28 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

NOTES AND NEWS 

The Aristotelian Society held a meeting on November 6, 1916, 
Dr. H. Wildon Carr, President, in the chair. The President deliv- 
ered the annual presidential address on "The Problem of Eecogni- 
tion. ' ' In the experience of recognition, he said, there is an element 
which may be named "againness." The problem of recognition is 
the nature and genesis of this element. There are two forms of 
recognition, in each of which we meet this element of ' ' againness, ' ' 
an intelligent form and an instinctive form. These appear to be 
quite separate, but the cognitive fact is the same in each. In intelli- 
gent recognition we seem able to account for the "againness" by 
repetition, memory, and the judgment or perception of identity or 
similarity, — the mental process being an external act of comparison 
between a present datum of sense and a past datum. This, it was 
argued, is an illusion, for in reality the essential factor, repetition, 
is absent. Eecognition implies prior cognition, but does not depend 
on the presence of a memory-image of the prior cognition. Eecog- 
nition, it was held, is the conditionate and not the condition of learn- 
ing by experience; and learning by experience is a primary not a 
secondary or dependent fact. In instinctive recognition, on the 
other hand, there can be no memory-image of the prior cognition 
because this prior cognition lies beyond the individual in the racial 
experience. Yet we have, in instinctive recognition, sentience, famil- 
iarity, and pre-awareness, all of which are mental characters. "We 
have, therefore, to conceive the mental process or the mind as a con- 
tinuous organization of experience. All past experience has not 
only contributed its quota to this organization, but is incorporated 
within it, giving to it, and receiving from it, its character and indi- 
viduality. New sentient experience in entering this organization re- 
ceives the impression of its stamp or mould, and this is the mark of 
the past on the present cognition which constitutes its recognition. 
Dr. George Holmes Howison, professor of philosophy emeritus 
at the University of California, died on December 31, at the age of 
82 years. 

Dr. H. M. Sheffer has been appointed lecturer in philosophy at 
Harvard University and is giving the courses in logic formerly given 
by Professor Josiah Eoyce. 

Dr. Hugo Miinsterberg, professor of psychology and director of 
the psychological laboratory of Harvard University, died suddenly 
while lecturing to a class on December 16. 



